Preface to Tattva-vivek
a spiritual book by Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura

To our esteemed readers, this work by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has been translated by Sriman
Kusakratha Dasa, late disciple of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada - Founder-
Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. The reader can find biographical
material at the end of this work.

Tattva-vivek is a short, yet comprehensive outline of the Absolute Truth, and why it’s diluted into
relative truth by the conditioned souls. Totally absorbing, and an empowering read.

Srila Bhaktivinoda begins:

“Who am I? What is this world? What relation have I with this world?" To learn the truth, a
soul in this material world will always ask himself these questions.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Many days after their birth, human beings finally attain good knowledge of sense objects.
The outside world perceived by the senses is called visaya" (the world of sense objects). As
his sensory powers grow, a child becomes increasingly aware of the world of sense objects.
Tasting pleasure there, he is drawn to the world of sense objects. Thus attracted to the world
of sense objects, a human being thinks of and acts for nothing else. Becoming a constant
companion, sound, touch, form, taste, and smell gradually turn the human mind into their
slave.

Kusakratha prabhu’s books always began with a dedication to his spiritual master His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada

‘nama om visnu-padaya krishna-presthaya bhutale srimate Bhaktivedanta swamin iti
namine

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna,
having taken shelter at His lotus feet.”

namaste sarasvate devam gaura-vani pracarine nirvesesa sunyavadi, pascatya desa tarine”
“Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvati Gosvami.
You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western

countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism.”

If you run across any typo’s, please let us know at contact@vedicilluminations.com
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura's

Tattva-viveka

Prathamanubhava
First Realization

Text 1

jayati sac-cid-ananda-
rasanubhava-vigrahah

procyate sac-cid-ananda-
nubhtir yat-prasadatah

jayati-glory; sat-eternity; cid-knowledge; ananda-bliss; rasa-nectar; anubhava-perception;
vigrahah-form; procyate-is spoken; sat-cid-anandanubhutir-the perception of eternity,
knowledge and bliss; yat-prasadatah-by the mercy of whom.

Glory to Sri Krsna Caitanya, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in whose form rest
eternity, knowledge, bliss, and the taste of nectar. By His mercy this book, which bears the
title Sac-cid-anandanubhuti" (Directly Seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in Whose
Form Rest Eternity, Knowledge, and Bliss) has been written.

Text 2

ko 'ham va kim idam visvam
avayoh ko 'mvayo dhruvam

atmanarh nivrto jivah
prcchati jiana-siddhaye

ko-who; aham-am I; va-or; kim-what; idam-this; visvam-world; avayoh-of us both; ko-
what; anvayo-the relationship; dhruvam-always; atmanam-himself; nivrto-surrounded by

matter; jivah-the soul; prcchati-asks; jiana-siddhaye-to find the truth.

Who am I? What is this world? What relation have I with this world?" To learn the truth,
a soul in this material world will always ask himself these questions.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura



Many days after their birth, human beings finally attain good knowledge of sense objects.
The outside world perceived by the senses is called visaya" (the world of sense objects). As
his sensory powers grow, a child becomes increasingly aware of the world of sense objects.
Tasting pleasure there, he is drawn to the world of sense objects. Thus attracted to the world
of sense objects, a human being thinks of and acts for nothing else. Becoming a constant
companion, sound, touch, form, taste, and smell gradually turn the human mind into their
slave.

In this way human beings are plunged in the world of sense objects. Death must come, and
when it does, I will have no relationship with this world of senses objects." When this
thought arises, a fortunate person turns from the world of sense objects and yearns to know
the truth. He then asks these questions: Who am I, the person who perceives this world?
What is this world? What relation have I with this world?"

Text 3

atma prakrti-vaicitryad
dadati citram uttaram

sva-svaruipa-sthito hy atma
dadati yuktam uttaram

atma-self; prakrti-nature; vaicitryad-because of the variety; dadati-gives; citram-variegated;
uttaram-reply; sva-own; svartiipa-original form; sthito-situated; hy-indeed; atma-self; dadati-
gives; yuktam-proper; uttaram-reply.

Because of their different natures, they who ask these questions attain a great variety of
answers. Only a soul situated in his original spiritual form attains the true answers.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

A person who has turned away from the world of sense objects finds an answer to these
three questions. Scriptures and philosophies attempt to answer these three questions. In our
country answers are given by the Vedas, Vedanta, and other books following the Vedic
teachings. Answers are also given by philosophies that misinterpret the Vedic teachings,
philosophies like nyaya, pseudo-sankhya, pataijala, vaisesika, and karma-mimarnsa. Answers
are also given by philosophies that openly oppose the Vedic teachings, philosophies like
Buddhism and the philosophy of the atheist Carvaka. In this way many philosophies give
many different answers.



In China, Greece, Persia, France, England, Germany, Italy, and other countries many
different philosophies were preached, philosophies like Materialism, Positivism, Secularism,
Pessimism, Skepticism, Pantheism, and Atheism. Many philosophers used logic to prove the
existence of God. Then again, in other places was preached the idea that one should simply
believe in God and worship Him. In many places were preached religions that claimed to be
originally given by God. Some religions were rooted in each person's own individual faith in
God.

In other places it was said that God Himself had given the teachings of religion. Religion
rooted in each person's own individual faith is called Theism. Included among the religions
with belief-systems and scriptures given by God are Christianity and Mohammedanism. The
answers to the previously mentioned three questions are truly of two kinds: 1. the answer
given by a soul situated in his original form, and 2. the great variety of answers given by all
others. Why is not a single answer only given to each of these questions?

The true answers are given by a pure person situated in his original spiritual form. All
persons situated in their original spiritual forms give the same answers. However, the persons
who have fallen into the material world are not situated in their original spiritual forms. The
material world is not their real home. It is a world born from material illusion. The Supreme
Truth (para-tattva) has a spiritual potency (para sakti). The shadow of that spiritual potency
is the potency of illusion (maya-sakti). Maya-sakti is the mother of the material world. The
great variety of qualities maya offers are accepted by the souls residing in the material world
as their own qualities.

In this way the soul's original qualities are withdrawn and the specific mixture of qualities
and an identity offered by maya are accepted by the soul. In this way the spirit soul identifies
with matter. Spiritual and material ideas thus become mixed together in many different ways
in the mind of the spirit soul. Each accepting a different mixture of material qualities, the
spirit souls misidentifying with matter each give his own answers to these three questions. In
this way a great variety of answers is manifest. Influenced by the traditions, activities,
associates, foods, language, and thought patterns of the countries where they live, the souls in
this world give answers to these three questions. In this way time, place, and circumstance
combine to create a great variety of natures.

Firstly, the souls come in contact with matter in different ways. Those different kinds of
contact bring one set of variations of nature. Secondly, their different countries, languages,
families, and other circumstances bring another set of variations of nature. In this way a great
variety of natures becomes multiplied. Only a person who has traveled to every country,
learned every language, and studied every country's history can understand the scope of that
variety. Here I will only point in the direction of that variety. I will not do more. It would be
a great trouble.



Of the two kinds of answers given by the living entities, one is the true answer. The other is
the great variety of answers according to the views of different philosophies. The great variety
of answers may be divided into two groups. The first group is called jhana" and the second
group is called karma". Here someone may protest: When you say the true (yukta) answer
you imply that you honor logic (yukti) as the way to know the truth. Why, then, do you not
accept the great variety of answers that logic brings?" To this protest I reply: Spiritual logic
does not depend on the material logic that brings a variety of answers. Therefore when I use
the words logic (yukti) and truth (yukta), I refer to the logic and truth accepted by liberated
souls purified of matter's touch, logic and truth that properly distinguish between matter and
spirit.

Logic that is material, that takes shelter of matter, will always lead to a great variety of
conclusions. A liberated soul situated in his original spiritual form can give the true, the
genuinely logical answer. Among the great variety of answers is seen the group called jnana.
Employing jiiana, the spirit soul in contact with matter tries to distinguish spirit from matter.
When it speaks positively (anvaya), jiana affirms the primacy of matter, saying matter is the
beginningless root of all that exists. When it speaks negatively (vyatireka) jiiana says that
matter cannot be destroyed, for it is merely a transformation of the Supreme (brahman), who
has no potencies (nihsakti).

They who follow karma say God does not exist, and therefore the living entities should
engage in material activities. Pure jiana and karma have their place in true spiritual love and
spiritual activities. They are part of the true answers to our three questions. They will be
discussed later in this book, when devotional service (bhakti) will be described. Because they
are material in nature, words cannot completely describe the pure spiritual truth.

Text 4

citrarh bahu-vidharh viddhi
yuktam ekarh svartipatah

citram adau tatha cante
yuktam eva vivicyate

citram-variety; bahu-vidham-many kinds; video-please know; yuktam-truth; edam-one;
svariipatah-naturally; citram-variety; adau-first; tatha-then; ca-also; ante-at the end; yuktam-
the right answer; eva-indeed; vivicyate-is considered.

Please know that there are a great variety of answers, and there is also one true answer.
First we will consider the great variety of answers, and then we will consider the one true
answer.

Text 5

atmathava jadarm sarvam



svabhavad dhi pravartate
svabhavo vidyate nityarn
iSa-jiianarm nirarthakam

atma-soul; athava-or; jadam-matter; sarvam-all; svabhavad-naturally; hi-indeed;
pravartate-is manifest; svabhavo-own nature; vidyate-is; nityam-eternal; iSa-jianam-
knowledge of God; nirarthakam-without meaning.

Some philosophers say that matter is everything, matter is self-manifest, matter is eternal,
and any conception of God is a senseless lie.

Text 6

sarvatha cesvarasiddhir
iSa-karta prayojanat

para-loka-katha mithya
dhartanarh kalpanerita

sarvatha-in all respects; ca-and; iSvara-God; asiddhir-lacxk of proof; isa-God; karta-
creator; prayojanat-because of the need; para-loka-katha-talk of a spiritual world; mithya-
false; dhartanam-of rascals; kalpana-imagination; irita-spoken.

They say no one has ever proved God's existence, God is created by men, and talk of a
spiritual world is a lie imagined by rascals.
Text7
samyogaj jada-tattvanam

atma caitanya-sarjiitah
pradurbhavati dharmo 'yarn

nihito jada-vastuni

samyogaj-from contact; jada-tattvanam-of material elements; atma-soul; caitanya-
sarhjnitah-known as consciousness; pradurbhavati-is manifested; dharmo-religion; ayam-this;
nihito-placed; jada-vastuni-in matter.

They say the inert material elements combine to create conscious life. In this way
conscious life is manifest in inert matter.

Text 8

viyogat sa punas tatra



gacchaty eva na samsayah
na tasya punar avlttir
na muktir jllana-laklana

viyogat-from separation; sa-that; punas-again; tatra-there; gacchaty-goes; eva-indeed; na-
no; sarhsayah-doubt; na-not; tasya-of that; punar-again; avrttir-return; na-not; muktir-
liberation; jiana-laksana-characterized by knowledge.

They say that when it dies, conscious life ceases to exist, and of this they have no doubt.
They say there is no soul that can be reborn in this world or liberated from it by attaining
spiritual knowledge.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Among the great variety of philosophies, materialism (jada-vada) is very widespread.
Materialism is of two kinds: 1. the philosophy of attaining material pleasures (jadananda-
vada), and 2. the philosophy of extinguishing (nirvana) material existence altogether (jada-
nirvana-vada). Now we will consider these two materialistic philosophies. First we will look
at materialism in a general way.

All varieties of materialism say this: Inert matter exists, conscious life exists, and everything
is created from inert matter. Conscious life does not exist before inert matter. Philosophies
that teach about God are a useless waste of time. Inert matter is eternal. If someone talks
about God", he is talking about a being who exists only in his imagination. If any God exists
one should search to find a higher God" that controls that God. God's existence has never
been proved. In every country and province are religious books describing God and
describing the soul's residence in a spiritual world. These books are the wild imaginations of
various rascals. They do not describe anything that truly exists. Therefore the words self
(atma) and consciousness (caitanya) refer only to certain aspects of matter.

Self and consciousness are created only by a variety of forward (anuloma) or backward
(viloma) interactions (samyoga) of material elements (jada-tattva). When the interactions are
forward, there is creation of self and consciousness. When the interactions are backward, self
and consciousness are again merged into matter. A self's taking birth again and again in
different forms, or reincarnation, is not possible. Attaining liberation from matter by learning
the truth about Brahman is not possible either.

Because the self is not different from matter, the self cannot become liberated from matter.
Therefore matter is the ultimate reality. All existence is only a variety of aspects of matter. All
atheists accept these ideas. One group of atheists claims that each person's attainment of
material pleasure is for him the goal of life. Another group of atheists, understanding that
material pleasure is temporary and pathetic, searches after the happiness of nirvana (cessation
of material existence).



Now we will consider the philosophy of attaining material pleasures (jadananda-vada).
The philosophy of attaining material pleasures is of two kinds: 1. the philosophy of selfish
material pleasures (svartha-jadananda-vadi), and 2. the philosophy of unselfish material
pleasures (nihsvartha-jadananda-vadi).

They who follow the philosophy of selfish material pleasures think: Neither God, nor soul,
nor afterlife, nor karmic reactions exist. Therefore, concerned only for results visible in this
world, let us spend our time in sense pleasures. We don't need to waste our time performing
useless religious activities." Because of bad association and sinful deeds, this atheistic
philosophy has existed in human society from ancient times. However, this philosophy has
never become prominent among faithful, respectable people.

Still, in different countries some people have taken shelter of this idea and even written
books propounding it. In India the brahmana Carvaka, in China the atheist Yangchoo, in
Greece the atheist Leucippus, in Central Asia Sardana plus, in, Rome Lucretious, and many
others in many countries all wrote books propounding these ideas. Von Holback says that
one should perform philanthropic deeds to increase one's personal happiness. By working to
make others happy, one increases one's own happiness, and that is good.

Trying to persuade the people in general, the authors of modern books propounding the
philosophy of material pleasure often talk about unselfish material pleasure, or doing good,
materially, to others. In India atheism existed even in ancient days. With great erudition, one
philosopher wrote a great distortion of the Vedic teaching, a distortion called the Mimarhsa-
satras, which begin with the words codana-laksano dharmah", which replace God with an
abstract origin before which nothing existed" (aptrva).

In Greece a philosopher named Democritus preached this philosophy also. He said that
matter and void exist eternally. When these two meet, there is creation, and when they are
separated, there is destruction. Material elements are different only because their atoms are of
different sizes. Otherwise the elements are not different. Knowledge is a sensation that comes
when something within touches something without. His philosophy holds that all existence
is composed of atoms.

In out country also Kanada in his vaisesika philosophy also taught that the material elements
are composed of eternal atoms. However, the vaisesika philosophy is different from
Democritus' atomic theory, for the vaiSesika philosophy accepts the eternal existence of both
God and soul. In Greece Plato and Aristotle refused to accept an eternal God as the only
creator of the material world. Kanada's errors are also seen in their views. Gassendi accepted
the existence of atoms, but concluded that God created the atoms. In France Diderot and
Lamettrie preached the theory of unselfish material pleasure.

The theory of unselfish material pleasure reached its high point in France's philosopher
Compte, who was born in 1795 and died in 1857. His impure philosophy is called Positivism.
It is inappropriately named, for it accepts the existence of matter only, and nothing else. It
claims: Aside from sense knowledge there is no true knowledge. The mind is only a special
arrangement of material elements. In the final conclusion, no origin of all existence can be
described. Furthermore, there is no need to discover any origin of the material world. There
is no sign that any conscious creator of the material world exists. The thinking mind should
categorize things according to their relationships, results, similarities, and dissimilarities.



One should not accept the existence of anything beyond matter. Belief in God is for children.
Adults know God is a myth. Discriminating between good and evil, one should act
righteously. One should try to do good to all human beings. That is the philosophy of
unselfish material pleasure. Thinking in this way one should act for the benefit of all human
beings. One should imagine a female form and worship it. That form is, of course, unreal.
Still, by worshiping it one attains good character. The earth, or the totality of material
existence, is called the Supreme Fetich", the land is called the Supreme Medium", and the
primordial human nature is called the Supreme Being". A female form with an infant in her
hands should be worshiped morning, noon, and night. This imaginary female form, who is an
amalgam of one's mother, wife, and daughter, should be meditated and worshiped in the past,
present, and future. One should not seek any selfish benefit from these actions.

In England a philosopher named Mill taught a philosophy of sentimentalism that is largely
like Compte's philosophy of unselfish material pleasure. In this way atheism, or secularism,
attracted the minds of many youths in England. Mill, Lewis, Paine, Carlyle, Bentham, Combe,
and other philosophers preached these ideas. This philosophy is of two kinds. One kind was
taught by Holyoake, who kindly accepted God existence to some extent. The other kind was
taught by Bradlaugh, who was a thorough atheist.

The philosophy of selfish material pleasure and the philosophy of unselfish material
pleasure, although different in some ways, are both materialistic. When one deeply thinks
about the ideas of all these materialistic philosophers, one will see that materialism is useless
and untenable. When one simply glances at them with the eyes of pure spiritual logic, one
will reject these ideas as pathetic and untenable. Even ordinary material logic will show these
ideas are untenable and should be rejected. This is seen in the following ways:

1. The philosophy of materialism searches for a single principle that is the root of all
existence. This is a great folly. If one thinks the material atoms are eternal, the void is eternal,
the relation between the void and the material elements is inconceivable, and the powers,
qualities, and actions of the material atoms are also eternal, and all these things are eternal
and beginningless, then he cannot accept that the material world was ever created. A person
who accepts these ideas cannot reduce the material world to a single underlying principle. He
must accept the simultaneous existence of many principles. What is time? That he has no
power to say. In this way their attempt to find a single underlying principle that governs the
material world is only the wild babbling of a child.

2. The philosophy of Materialism is unnatural and unscientific. It is unnatural because
every nature has a cause. To assume that matter is eternal and is the cause of consciousness,
which appears only as a by-product of matter, is very illogical. The presence of causes and
effects is natural in the world of gross matter. Without causes and effects the material world
would not be as it is. The philosophy of Materialism is unscientific because consciousness has
the power to manipulate and control inert matter. Therefore the idea that consciousness is
merely a by-product of matter is fiercely opposed to true scientific thinking.

3. Consciousness is naturally superior to inert matter. Only fools say consciousness is a
by-product of matter. Professor Ferris has clearly explained all this.



4. Can anyone prove that matter is eternal? Professor Tyndall has clearly shown there is
evidence to prove the eternity of matter. If someone claims that he has looked eternally into
the past and eternally into the future and he has seen that matter is eternal, no one should
believe him.

5. Buchner and Molescott claim that matter is eternal. That is an imagination that exists
only in their heads. If in the course of time matter ceases to exist, their ideas will become lies.

6. Comte writes: We should not try to discover the origin or the conclusion of the material
world. That attempt is only childish curiosity." However, because the living entity is by
nature conscious, he naturally curious to know these things. The living entity cannot perform
a funeral rite to celebrate the death of his own natural curiosity. The search for causes and
effects is the mother of all true knowledge. If Compte's idea is accepted, human intelligence
will be destroyed in a few days. Of that there is no doubt. Then human beings will all become
stunted, numbed, and unthinking.

7. No one has ever seen human consciousness created from dull material elements. Only
fools believe this will ever happen. In the book I hold in my hand, a history book describing
three thousand years of human history, no one has ever seen a human being spontaneously
manifested from inert matter. If human life is manifest from the spontaneous interactions of
material elements, then in the course of all those years at least one human being would have
been spontaneously manifested from inert matter.

8. The graceful and harmonious arrangement of human beings, animals, trees, and other
living entities in this world points to a creator and controller. In this way it is seen that there
must be a conscious supreme creator.

In these many ways the philosophy of Materialism is refuted even by ordinary logic. Only
very unfortunate people accept the ideas of Materialism. They have no idea of spiritual
happiness. Their desires are very petty. The philosophy of material extinction (nirvana) will
be discussed later in this book.

Text 9

kartavyo laukiko dharmah
papanam viratir yatah

vidvadbhir laksito nityo
svabhava-vihito vidhih

kartavyo-should be done; laukiko-material, dharmah-nature; papanam-of sins; viratir-
cessation; yatah-because; vidvadbhir-by the wise; laksito-seen; nityo-eternal; svabhava-by
nature; vihito-placed; vidhih-rules.

The materialists say these words: Ordinary morality should be followed, for then immoral

activities are stopped. The wise see that the eternal rules of morality are spontaneously
manifested from human nature.
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Text 10

punkhanupunkha-rapena

jijiasyo sa sukhaptaye
jivane yat sukhall tat tu

jlvanasya prayojanam

punkhanupunkha-rapena-thoroughly; jijiasyo-to be inquired; sa-he; sukha-of happiness;
aptaye-for attainment; jivane-in life; yat-what; sukham-happiness; tat-that; tu-indeed;
jivanasya-of life; prayojanam-the need.

One should diligently try to attain material happiness, for material happiness is the true
goal of life.

Text 11

jivane yat krtarh karma
jivanante tad eva hi

jagatam anya-jivanam
sambandhe phala-dam bhavet

jivane-in life; yat-what; krtam-done; karma-action; jivana-of life; ante-at the end; tad-that;
eva-indeed; hi-indeed; jagatam-of the universes; anya-of other; jivanam-living entities;
sambandhe-relationship; phala-dam-giving result; bhavet-will; be.

After a person dies, the activities he performed during his life will still bring results to
other living entities, to persons who had a relationship with him.

Text 12

na karma nasam ayati
yada va yena va krtam
apurva-sakti-ripena
kurute sarvam unnatam

na-not; karma-action; nasam-to destruction; ayati-goes; yada-when; va-or; yena-by whom;

va-or; krtam-done; apurva-wodnerful; sakti-power; rapena-with the form; kurute-does;
sarvam-all; unnatam-elevated.

Regardless of when or by whom they were performed, good material activities are never
lost. They have a wonderful power to elevate everyone.
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Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Now we will consider the ordinary activities of persons who follow the philosophy of
Materialism. They say: Even though there is no God, no soul, and no afterlife, human beings
should still follow the rules of morality. By acting morally one will attain happiness in this
life, and by acting immorally one will be placed in a fearful situation. These immoral
activities are also called “sins'. If one acts selflessly to make others happy, one's own
happiness will spontaneously follow. Therefore one should follow the principles of morality.
One should follow morality and cast sins far away, for sins bring only troubles and sufferings.
Nature always has its own laws. Therefore, since every being is a part of nature, every being
must follow nature's laws. Philosophers should try to discover the laws that govern the
material world. Pious happiness is the highest good attained in this life. To attain one's own
happiness one should diligently try to discover and follow nature's laws.

If you say, "After death I will exist no longer. Why should I renounce my own unbridled
pleasure and follow the rules of morality?', then I reply: Your actions are not in vain. Even
after your death they will not stop bringing results to others. After your death the actions you
performed in your life will bring various results to various people in the world. If you
married and begat children, gave your children an education and taught them about morality,
then your actions will bring results enjoyed by many people.

If you earn money and build schools, hostels for travelers, roads, bathing places, and other
like things, then many people will enjoy the results of your actions. If you say, "The results of
those actions will quickly perish,' then I reply: Why should you not act? Your actions will
never perish. When they are mature, actions have a very wonderful power. In the future these
actions will become very powerful. They will make this endless world a very exalted place.
Therefore one should act without selfish motives."

The philosophy of materialism collapses of its own accord. It is like a house without a
foundation or walls. No one will follow a religion without hope or fear for what will happen
in the afterlife. As their very name shows, the followers of the philosophy of selfish material
pleasures are all selfish. Indeed, the followers of the philosophy of unselfish material
pleasures are in truth selfish also. It is not possible to follow the idea of unselfish material
pleasures for long.

Writing under the pen-name Mirabond, the philosopher Holbach wrote a book, System of
Nature" in the year 1770. In that book he wrote, Unselfishness does not exist in this world. I
say a good faith is one where one becomes happy by others' happiness." I see it that way also.
Unselfish materialism has no meaning. It is like a flower imagined to float in the sky.
Unselfishness is merely a way to attain one's own happiness and freedom from troubles. One
thinks, If people hear I am unselfish, they will trust me. Then I will easily attain my ends." A
mother's love, brother's love, friendship, and the love of a man and a woman: Are these
unselfish? If they do not bring one's own personal happiness, these kinds of love" do not last.
To attain spiritual bliss at the end, some people pass their whole lives in renunciation. Every
religion and philosophy is based on selfishness.
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Love of God is also selfish. It is everyone's nature to be selfish. The very phrase one's own
nature" hints at selfishness. Selfishness is natural. Unselfishness is very unnatural. Therefore
it is never truly seen. Without the hope of future life and future happiness, no one would
perform any action. Persons of purified intelligence are not attracted to Jaimini's aptrva
philosophy or the life-force philosophy of some western thinkers. Anyone who follows these
philosophies becomes cheated. In India even the smarta-panditas who quote Jaimini's aptrva
philosophy in their writing all believe in God's grace and in a blissful existence in a spiritual
world.

If they knew the truth, that Jaimini's apturva philosophy is opposed even to God's existence,
they would at once turn their backs on Jaimini and his ideas. Jaimini knew well that belief in
God naturally stays in the hearts of human beings. Therefore in his aptrva philosophy he
carefully and cunningly crafted an imaginary God who bestows the results of actions. Thus
concealed under the cloak of belief in God, the atheistic karma-mimarnsa philosophy
preached by the smarta-panditas has a strong following in India. One person's self interest
often conflicts with another person's self interest. When a person of average intelligence hears
the word unselfishness", he becomes attracted, for he thinks that by following the philosophy
of unselfishness his own desires will be fulfilled.

That is another reason the philosophy of atheistic materialism has become widespread. How
the preacher of the philosophy of unselfish material pleasure induces his followers to act
morally in the world is not easily understood. Pushed by their own selfish desires, people
may act morally for some time, but when they think it over, they will eventually sin. They
will say to themselves: O my brother, don't stay away from sense pleasures. Enjoy sense
pleasures as you like, as long as others do not know of them. Why not? I do not think the
world will collapse because of them. There is no God, an all-seeing God who gives to us the
results of our actions. What have you to fear? Just be a little careful, so no one will know. If
they learn of it, then you will lose your good reputation, and perhaps the government or bad
people will make trouble for you. If that happens neither you nor others will be happy."
Know for certain that if the hearts of the preachers of atheistic morality were examined, these
thoughts would be found. One day a smarta-pandita prescribed the candrayana-vrata and
other harsh penances to a person who had asked him about the atonement for a certain sin.
Hearing this, the person said, O Bhattacarya Mahasaya, if I must perform a candrayana-vrata
for killing that spider, then your son, who was also implicated in that act, must also perform
that penance." Seeing this would be a great calamity for his son, the Bhattacarya Mahasaya
turned two or four more pages in his big book and said, Aha! I made a mistake. Now I see.
The books says: "A dead spider is only a piece of rag.' That being the case, you need not
perform any atonement at all."
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The atheist smarta-panditas are like that. They accept the worship of God only to promote
their atheist philosophy. If sometimes they accept the ideas if an afterlife and of a God who
gives the results of actions, they accept these two ideas only a subordinate parts of their
karma philosophy. True devotion (bhakti) to God is never seen in their ideas. It is seen that
what is the beginning is unselfishness gradually turns into selfishness. To prevent this from
happening some atheist karma-mimamsa philosophers accept the existence of a single all-
knowing God who gives the results of actions. They then quote many passages from scripture
to show how the worship of God is a part of the karma-mimarhsa philosophy. In this way
they accept an imaginary God. Compte, fearing that morality would not be taken seriously,
imagined a God that would be considered real.

Compte was more honest. Jaimini was more farsighted. Compte's trickery was caught, and
therefore his idea of imaginary worship of God never attracted many followers. Jaimini had a
deeper understanding, and therefore his karma-mimarnsa philosophy did gain wide
acceptance in the smarta-pandita community. In the end Compte and Jaimini held the same
philosophy. If one examines the ideas and activities of the smarta-panditas, one will see that
the karma-mimarnsa philosophy is untenable. Why is it not tenable? It is not tenable because
it will never bring true auspiciousness to human society.

Secularism, Positivism, or smarta karma-mimarnsa has no power to uproot sins. Rather, for
many days they will make many great obstacles to stop true pure devotion (bhakti) to God,
devotion that is the true purifier of sins. Time after time the karma-mimarisa philosophy
tells” devotion to God: I am your follower. I make people qualified to follow you. I purify the
sinful people and place them at your feet." These words are only cheating. They are not
sincere. True karma (pious action) is devotional service to God. As long as karma continues
to call itself karma" it is not a part of devotional service. When it is truly a part of devotional
service, karma calls itself by the name bhakti".

As long as it calls itself by the name karma", karma is a rival of devotional service and it
always tries to make itself more important than devotional service. Karma claims that it helps
philosophy, civilization, and art. However, when karma becomes transformed into bhakti,
then philosophy, civilization, and art become much more glorious and exalted. In this place 1
will not discuss this in more detail.

Text 13

bhavah kleso 'bhavah kesam
mate saukhyam iti sthitam

nirvana-sukha-sampraptih
Sarira-klesa-sadhanat

bhavah-material existence; kleso-suffering; abhavah-non-existence; kesam-of some; mate-
in the idea; saukhyam-happiness; iti-thus; sthitam-situated; nirvana-of non-existence; sukha-
of happiness; sampraptih-attainment; sarira-of the material body; klesa-of the sufferings;
sadhanat-because of the activities.
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Some think existence is suffering and happiness comes when existence stops. Because the
material body brings so many sufferings, they think they will become happy by ceasing to
exist.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

As long as they find pleasure in material things, materialists will hunt for material
pleasures. Whether selfish or so-called unselfish, they will seek the dull pleasures of the
material world. Material pleasures are in truth very pathetic and insignificant. They are not a
good companion to spiritual things. Among the materialists they who are intelligent cannot
find any satisfaction in material pleasures. Ignorant of spiritual existence, how can they
search after eternal spiritual pleasures? They come to think the cessation (nirvana) of their
own existence is the only happiness. To that happiness they run.

They say, Existence is suffering. Cessation of existence is happiness. Because this material
body brings only sufferings, let us strive for the happiness of ceasing (nirvana) to exist." At
the time in India when the atheistic karma-mimarsa of seeking material pleasures was very
prominent, and when the Vedas, which are filled with spiritual truths, were considered the
only true scriptures, and when, claiming that the Vedas teach the atheistic karma-mimarnsa
philosophy, many materialistic brahmanas sought by performing yajias to attain sensory
pleasures in this life and apsaras and nectar in Indra's city in the next life, a certain person
dissatisfied with material pleasures, a person named Sakyasirhha and born in a ksatriya
family, deciding one day that there was no escape from the sufferings of the material body
and that true happiness rests in cessation (nirvana) of existence, founded the philosophy of
Buddhism.

Even before that time the same philosophy of nirvana was preached, a fact for which is
ample evidence. However, it was at the time of Sakyasirhha that this philosophy found many
followers. From that time on there were many preachers and followers of Buddhism.
Sakyasimha was not the only preacher of Buddhism. During his time, or a little before, a
person named Jina, who was born in a vaisya family, preached a philosophy much like
Buddhism. His philosophy is called Jainism. Jainism remained within India. But Buddhism
crossed the mountains, rivers, and oceans and entered China, Tatarstan, Thailand, Japan,
Mynamar (Burma), Ceylon, and many other countries. Even today this philosophy is
followed in many countries. Buddhism has many branches. Still, the ideas of void (sSanya)
and of cessation of existence (nirvana) are seen in all the branches. Still, human beings
cannot reject their natural belief in God, so in some branches of Buddhism worship of God is
also seen.
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I once asked some questions of a Buddhist monk from Mynamar, a fellow who did not
understand the true teachings of Buddhism. He answered my questions by saying, God is
beginningless. He created the entire world. Assuming the form of Buddha, He descended to
this world and then, again assuming His form as God, He returned to heaven. If we act
piously and follow the rules of religion, then we will go to His abode." From what he told me,
I could see that this Buddhist monk from Mynamar did not know the true Buddhist
philosophy. In the name of Buddhist philosophy he simply repeated the common religious
ideas that are part of human nature.

Philosophy based on tricks of logic cannot bring good to human society. Such tri